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First of all, lemme just say thanks for picking up 


the zine. It's been harder to do than I could ever off 


imagined. From writing reviews and other content to} 
actually laying this bastard out. Layout's make or 
break a zine and I've tried really hard to not make 
it look some rejects year 8 art class collage 
project. The other really challenging thing stems 
from when I was young I heard Iggy Pop say his lyric 
writing process was influenced by “Soupy Sales “25 


€ idea of this zine had been kicking around my head 
for about 9 months before I actually STARTED to 
write it. I'd drive to work and write interviews in 
my head, thinking “I should actually ask these 
People the questions”, kind of an attempt to 
Communicate with people I Like. However I'ma Lousy 
Communicator and kept putting off even asking if 
would even be ok to just send a few questions. 
Eventually (and obviously) I got around to it and 


"Not Here To Make Friends" 
I've had enough 
Of all the stupid trends 
You kids can't stand on your own 
You're nothing without your friends 
You'll never go against 
The hardcore status quo 
And you'll only be here 


Don't care what you think 
Don't care what you say 
If you think I don't fit in 

Inever did anyway 


words or less fan letter policy. Something I took td 


got a decent response when I said I was goi 
heart as I'm not much of awordsmith. going todoa 


zine. Initially I had envisioned doing a one sheet 
with an interview and a record review and some other! 
bullshit because I figured I'd be able to at least 
stick to that. However I soon found myself writing 
more reviews and wanting to do an actual ‘zine 


layout. So here we have it. Enjoy the read, or don't, 
I don't care. 
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WANT LIST 


I have awant list as Long as my arm, high on the list is the following: 


Stole: 


i from the 90's 
Australian hardcore/grind/punk zines and vinyl 1 
Early issues of MRR, Heartattack etc from the 80's to 90s 


nter Blurays oe 
Belsontvy (Batman) related comics — speccifically HARLY QUINN & POISON Ivy #4 


Beanflipper — Garden Variety Manic Depressant (Will accept burnt CD or MP3s!) 
One Inch Punch - Ignorant Bliss (10") 
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AF BEING NEGATIVE 1S WRONG, 
| Dont Wat) to BE 


Lets be fucking honest, this “hardcore punk” ‘zine straight 
outta Port Macquarie shouldn't exist. It's an anomaly. | d 


Writing about Port is pretty hard to do because it's such a 
small place (in so many ways) and you're either from here 

and you get it, or you're not and you're relying on me to tell 

you all about it. The “scene” for lack of a better word ebbs and f \ ” 
flows, like I guess most others do, however there is little 

actual history worth taking note of or to learn from for the 


younger generation of kids. Port Macquarie hardcore peaked 
in 2008/09-ish and at that time there was a lotta interest 


from actual kids who were still in highschool who were 


discovering hardcore and starting thelr own bands andthen 0 
booking and playing totally DIY shows (the MARITIME # 
4 


MUSEUM being the pinnacle of PMHC). Bands from that time 
include TALKIN' STRAIGHT/STRAIGHT ON, GUN SQUAD, PK, 
BLACK LUNG, XITWOUNDX and EARTHLINGS and GOD. 
EAT-GOD. If I'm going to be honest... Most are not worth the 
effort of tracking down to hear. Probably the only band you 
may have heard of is EARTHLINGS who got pretty popular \ 
with their vegan pals and actually appeared on a few comps 
(leven once saw a dude from West Aus wearing a shirt of 
theirs on a webcam chat site, he had no idea they were from 
Port though). A few out of town bands played here during 
this period most notable THE EVENS (lan MacKaye of Minor 
threat!), FEAR LIKE US, GHOST TOWN, STREET YOUTH 


Most of the kids who were involved back then have since 
either moved away from Port and become ultra cool 
mysterious guy, developed drug addictions, dropped outta 
hardcore altogether (someone actually said to me “I 
eventually realised that most of what I listened to was shit”) 
born again christians or become mumble rap producers. 
Here in lies the major fucking problem with this town, being 
so small there are no opportunities for young people once 
they leave highschool and they practically have to leave to 
go to uni. If you want to do something creative like be in a 
band, there isn't anywhere to play and you certainly aren't 
getting a gig if you play punk/hardcore. Shit you better play 
an acoustic guitar and sing like a drowning cat if you wanna 
a. 

Imean there aren't any places left to play or see alll ages 
shows these days, so how is someone even going to be 
exposed to the music. At least circa 2008 there was places 
like SWITCH SKATEPARK that had such epic events as 
SKATE AND DONTATE, SKATE FOR LUEKAEMIA, PORT 
INVASION. THE DEAD WALK played there on their final tour. 
Shit I might like the bands but even I KILLED THE PROM 
QUEEN, AMNITY AFFLICTION and PARKWAY DRIVE 
(maybe?) played at some point. 


| \ \ ANYWAY, I seem to have lost my point. Go and start your 
own band and play a fucking show. 
, 


This issue of Not Here To Make Friends has a coupla interviews with bands who've played in Port over the last few years and 
have been supportive of the scene. First up is Tommy from DISPARO, a manic fastcore band that sound like CHARLES 
BRONSON. Tommy has played a lotta shows in Port and has always been happy to come up. Next is HUMAN FAILURE from 
Newcastle who played at the Hibbard Sport club early in 2020 and were due to come back and play with STRIP THE DOG 
before covid fucked things up for everyone. The interview is hilarious. Last but certainly not least is JAMIE HAY from POST 
TRUTH who has been coming to Port to play shows since around 2008, most notable FEAR LIKE US at the Maritime and then 
with TYRE SWANS a year later at Flagstaff lookout at dusk, we had to use our phone screens as lights (and this was before 
phones had a torch on them!) 


and what do : 
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SHOW REVIEW), 622-0 2 eA LN ee UTS 


Pi HIBBART GRINID STRIP THE | OG, FAT MONICA, HUMAN 
FAILURE, LOOSE UNIT, DISPARO 


Ls 
m More than 12 months has passed since this show so details are a little 5 \ 
hazy. This was basically the only show in Port for 2020 and it happened | 


Way back in January. It was also a benefit show to raise money for the _| I'm trying to remember the running order but | believe it was Loose Unit 
fires that were still going on at the time, Hibards is a great venue and it's Jf from Sydney up first who played some really dank sludge in the vein of 
Pretty neat they have allowed a few shows to go on there considering it's [| Eyehategod! Incredibly heavy shit. 

4 bowling club. The show basically happens outside, there is an 

undercover seating area that backs onto som 


just out of the under cover area, 


ass and the stage is setup ™ After them was either Human Failure or Fat Monica, | don't really 
remember but I wanna say it was Human Failure from Newcastle as the 
sun was still out when they played. The came on and made a joke about 
“surf rock” band because they'd heard thats all we get in Port 
then ripped through a raging set of heavy/melodic crust that really 
made me think of bands like Tragedy. The crowd started moving for 
these guys, I even saw an old guy from the bowling club standing and 
watching ~ I definitely thought he was going to complain but he was 
taking photos and seemed to be having a good time, Human Failure 
managed to sell a T-shirt to an elderly woman, so they sure 
impression. 


ca defi aig ong,” 
Fat Monica definitely played next, Fat Monica is a pi : r 
Tommy and the drummer from Disparo playing moshy hardcore with MAGNESIUM, DREAMS 


homers Iyries using quotes from the tv show Friends over typicaltouzh Mf APRIL 6TH $5 6PM 


guy beat down riffs. | gotta say I wasn't really into it 


e while there w ¢ fundraising stuff 
‘There was a little break here while there was som: ll 
going on. Ashleigh shaved her head and raised a tidy sum — She's even 
Kept up the shaven head 12 months later. Awesome! I accidentally w ea 
the auction for a tattoo voucher and panicked because I was merploye 
‘and didn’t know if | could actually afford it, I thought someone woul 


outbid me for sure. 


After this little break it was time for Strip the Dog to play. This was my 
first set playing bass and | was freaking out. It started with Strip the Dog 
in his gimp mask playing a nice little drone on his electric standup bass. 
Then we launched into it, it felt like the crowd were digging it. I played 
standing on the floor because fuck playing on a stage, I wanted to be in 
with the action swinging my bass around and just generally trying to 
murder the instrument, During the last song I swung my bass around as 
someone stepped on my lead and | totally snapped my pickgaurd and the 
input jack clean off. Lucky it was the last song I guess. 


Last Disparo played and everyone really got into them as they'd played 
Port about 6 months earlier so a lot of people already knew what to 
expect. Lots of bodies flying all over the place and everyone having a 
great time 
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the island and many bands c alled it home, a lot of the time a band would go to jam and other 
bands off the top of my head were 


A scene sprung up in relation te 
people would turn.up then it would turn into an impromptu party and gig 


TRANSITIONS, DRUNK PEDESTRIAN, OF WOLF AND OCEAN, NIGHTMARE REACTIONS, BLACK MARKET ORGAN, CINCINNATI PUNCH CLUB, just to name a 
utside a few badly recorded demos, It wasn’ t about putting 


few. Little to no ac tual recorded output from these bands exists 
music out, it was all about the spur of the moment ~ music for the then and now, not the future 
Describing the island tc \e who didn’ t exp isa 
ibing the island to si ho didn’t experience it is a gargantuan task and could probably fill up a decent size zine in pm 


n to just a few words has been incredibly tricky. I decided to put it to a few of the crew who 
them as a whole, \ 
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my shirt pocko 


amp. 3. Dropping my brand new phone out 


‘Datay Dukes - Island Nightmare is like some strange time of my life where Tost 
pad yound my mind, and then lost it again. It was the drone of heavy strings and 


Shunky rhythm that devoured anyone's eardrums within 1000m. Heaven or hell, 
whatever, gimme Island Nightmare! 
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First up, introduce yourself and 
tell us if you are regular or 
goofy foot? 


(B)Beau Carrall (Vox) - Natural 
foot 

(P)Peter Flood ( Drums) I'm a kook 
(F) Fletch, Bass, Regular 


How did the band start? Is it true 
that you had a different line up 
to begin with, I think you had a 
different singer? What is the 
current line up? 


(B) The band started with just me 
and Peter, just mucking around, 
Pete on Drums me on guitar, then 
we got a few other randoms in for 
some fun, but most of the singers 
didn't work out (it was stuff like 
my voice broke I can't sing, or 
just to fucked up on drugs). So we 
didn't have a singer so we 
recorded anyway, I had never sung 
before and thought fuck it, I will 
give it a go. So the first time I 
had ever sung was when we 
recorded. Been doing it ever since 
then (put down the guitar, as I 
can't sing and play at the same 
time plus I suck playing guitar). 


(P) It started 8 years ago with 
just Beau and Myself. Various 
changes over the years but the 
current lineup has been at it for 
the past 5 years . 


(F) No idea, just joined when 
asked because I was bored of not 
being in a band after a fairly 
long break 


You guys have been in a bunch of 
other bands before, can you give 
us a run down of the previous 
bands? 


(8)I was in a few bands prior to 
HF ---- TORN ,SONS OF BITCHES and 
SHITFIGHT . Playing Guitar . 


(P)Bands I have been in are - No 
Reason , Tommie Griggz (USA), 
Apocalyptic hate fuck, White Lie 
Ward 


(F) Fuck All The Human Filth and 
Conation 


With Beau living in Forster 
and the rest of the band in 
Newcastle how does the 
band work, how often do 
you practice and 
whereabouts? 


(8)| live in Pacific Palms, | work 3 days a 
week in Newcastle so it works out good 
to jam and stuff like that. ATM not 
working but | still go to Newcastle at 
least once every 2 weeks to jam and 
stuff. | also do a bit of work for a wetsuit 
company from the states MATUSE 
wetsuits . But mostly non profit | just get 
free suits and clothing off them for the 
work | do ,a great bunch of guys and 
gals, they do some great work 


(P) It works quite well. The best thing is 
we don't see beau all the time .We 
practice every wednesday and try to do 
all together but we work on songs, Beau 
comes down and writes his lyrics on the 
spot and apart from some changes on 
the way the songs are delivered then 
there's not much science behind them. 


(F) Beau drags his arse down when 
he can, Plooy decides if we're 
allowed to jam, usually on 
Wednesdays. Dave rocks up when his 
family lets him leave the house. 
The backline are always keen to 
drink Stout and play 


noticed that on at least 
your demo and 7” that 


HUMAN FAILURE 
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big part. What are the 94179 «0 A NI Ze 
songs about? Who writes i , How long have you been 
the lyrics? involved in hardcore and 
(B)Most of the songs are written by me what intially attracted you 
bar a few. Most of the music is done by it? Havi bi li A 
the boys, with a few old ones done by to it? Having been listening 
me (Mostly the lads do it). Most songs to the style of music for 

are political or songs about war, or about that long how do you keep 
things fresh? 


how fucked humans are to each other 
and the big problem is humanity on this 

(B) | have been into Hardcore and Punk 
since | was about 13 years old 1984 — 


planet! We are the problem (Like fear 

said LET'S HAVE A WAR —THERE'S TO 

MANY OF US), First listened to a tape that had Peter 

Hand the testtube babies on one side and 

The Exploited on the other with some 

| GBH thrown in there! ( GBH is still one of 

my fave bands to this day). | love finding 

new Hardcore, punk, Metal whatever 

bands, it just keeps you pumped on 


cunt, that’s why they don't appear on any 
albums, He writes about being a suss 
cunt at Pacific palms as he is a suss 
cunt hahaha!!! 


re Hardcore, Plus | am a full band dork, you 
peay writes the eae future know records and tapes or digital 
(F) Be! uded 0" Gy 
vy be ine! aye 
they’) jncluding the (P) | was more into straight up punk back 


in the day but have always had a spot for 
Hardcore particulary HC Porn hahaha! 


(F) 28 Years, sounded cool in 
skate'vids. Not much is fresh but 
that shouldn't stop us 


<< 


| a . 
Human Failure played in 

Port Macquarie in January 

Pf 2020, was this your first 

ime coming to Port to 

play? How was the 

experience? 

(B) We have played a heap of shows but} 

‘one show stands out for me ! It was 

f| Playing Port! Holy shit that crew up there 
are fucking awsome, Love to do more 

H shows up there | (F) Morrison, fucking suck UP, 

scumbag and waste of oxygen 


Who is the biggest failure 
of a human in the world 
right now? 

ti the hugest human failure ATM 
ls the whole fucking human race! We 
Buck 


(P) We are the biggest human failures at 
the moment 


(P) Port ruled, loved that show we played 
p there. Great scene, great people 

(F) It was the first time I'd 
Played in Port. That was an 
awesome place to hang out and 
Play. Great scene up there, 
reminded me of the old Newcastle 
| scene in the 9@s-26¢¢6s 


Beau, You have a massive straight 
edge tattoo on your back, how long 
have you been edge for? What 
drives you to stay edge 


(B) I have been getting into 
heaps of Militant Straight edge 
music for a long time, But I am 
not Militant edge at all . I am 
Straight edge but I do not give a 
shit what humans do as long as 
they don't do it to me or my 
family. 27 years edge for me so 
its just life for me now -What 
keeps me staying Straight edge is 
watching humans self medicate 
every day with garbage they shove: 
into there bodies just so they cai 
be part of some bullshit the world 
has said is ok, well for me its 
fucking not ok! ( I am the only 
Straight Edge member of the band, 
which is fine as you should never 
stop hanging with good friends 
even if they are a bunch of 
degenerates hahahaha) 


We had a brief discussion about 
record collecting when you were in 
Port, how long have you been That's sick. Just tell en I've played in 
collecting? What is your most Tall thee I'u on bail for pane sont 
treasured addition? 

(8) I have been collecting records 
for over 3years Most of my 
records are hardcore, crust, metal 
and any cheesy 80's stuff, I love 
80's synth music 


LUKE PLOY (Guitar) didn’t answer all the 
questions but sent this instead 


(F) My most treasured addition is 
the MAN IS THE BASTARD/CAPITALIST 
CASUALTIES Split LP 


Finally thanks for the interview, 
any last words, thanks, fuck yous 
or death threats you want to 
issue? 

(8) We have a split 7 coming out 
early next year with our good 
friends Straight to a tomb , the 
best HC band in Aust! (This time 
the vocals written are in the 7 ) 
-Thanks Shane for the interview 
you're a legend ! 


ae ings (Second Gu. 


(P)Thanks Shane,Cant wait to your 
new zine and catch up at our next 
show at port 
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First up, introduce yourself and tell us your favorite guitar shape 
of all time? 


My name \s Jamie Hay and | would have to say that my Mexican Tele 
Deluxe is my favourite shape of all time, That is most likely because I've 
been playing that guitar for about 15 years now. Next would be my 
Jazzmaster, they look cool as shit 


Tell us how Post Truth started? 


Post Truth started because of a few contributing factors. After | moved 
back to Newcastle with my family, there was a discussion about 
Conation reforming. We'd been rehearsing for a show that we had 
coming up at the time and we floated the idea of starting the band up 
full time again, After a bit of time spent thinking on it, we decided 
against reforming Conation but thought that we could do something 
new. Previous to this discussion, |'d met with Chris and we were talking 
about starting @ band that was more heavy and dark so there you have 


itt We had a line up ready to go 


'm glad it went this way because we're all old friends and this band is 
just about writing good songs and spending a lot of time on that process 
rather than wanting to be the busiest touring band etc. We've all been 
around the bush in ots of other bands and so we kinda all started on 
the same page. 


With the band being 3/4 members of Conation how is Post Truth 
different?in the beginning was it hard to explain to people that it's 
not just Conation with Chris on second guitar playerivocals? 


Hal Well, there is a bit of a band “in joke” regarding this. | think Chris 
was introduced to a friend of ours and this friend said "Oh, you're the 
PLUS ONE?". All jokes aside, where Conation was more frantic & 
‘melodic, Post Truth is darker and heavier and just because Muz, Dale 
and | played in the former, | don't see it as a new take on an old band 
Chris and | are completely different guitar players and | think the way 
we write, we complement each other which adds a starke difference. 


You self released your first EP as a one sided 12” and now you've 
signed to Resist Records how did that come about? What kind of 
Support are they throwing behind you? 


Well, RTT was mixed and mastered just before COVID-19 really hit our 
shores and after no replies from a bunch of OS labels that Chris had 
contacted, we had a ZOOM band meeting. We'd basically almost 


For anybody who might not be familiar with the style of music how 
would you describe it? Can you give us the top 3 records that 
influenced the sound of Post Truth? 


| always struggle with explaining how we sound but my best shot would 
be "Gloomy Hardcore Crust"? For me, the top 3 records that influence 

J the sound of this band is His Hero Is Gone, Cursed & Old Man Gloom 
All of those bands have that crushing, dark vibe which | love so much 
Then, the big part of our sound is also Chris’ influences which | am 
oing to take a stab at saying High On Fire, Blood Incantation and 
Faceless Burial 


Your lyrics have always been a combination of personal and 
deeply political, what are the main themes you are tackling in the 
lyrics with Post Truth? The album is called Responses to Trauma, 
can you elaborate on the title? 


We've never consciously aimed at tackling anything in particular, i's 
always just stuff that we feel like we need to write about at the time. 
However, by the nature of how the band sounds, the themes tend to 
synchronize | guess? And this is how the album title came to be as well 
Once we had recorded the album, Chris noted that there seemed to be 
2 lol of songs that referenced traumatic experiences (Generational 
Trauma, Abuse, Depression and Suicide) and he suggested the title 
“Responses to Trauma”. | personally had a “fuck yeah” moment and 
thought that it was a great observation and even better that it was an 
afterthought that wrapped up the record nicely. That then carried over 
into when we were talking about the album art and how the rorschach 
would be a spot gloss on the cover, suggesting that trauma isn't 
something that's easily recognised on the surface. 

Post Truth recorded at the Pet Food Factory, the studio run by Jay 
from Frenzal Rhomb, what was it like working with Jay? 


Jay is one of the funniest, kindest and smartest people | know and 
recording with him for a few days was an absolute treat! We'd originally 
planned to just do @ demo but the recording came out so good thal we 


decided on Just throwing our hands up and chucking it on Bandcamp decided to put it to record. | have fond memories of Jay taking us to 


When | thought 'd send Graham an email. You see, we thought that NO Batch brewery on the first day to grab some takeaways and then a few 


ONE would be keen to put out a record during this global pandemic but of us promptly returning an hour later for more because their beers are 


almost 15 minutes after sending the emall Graham wrote back saying s0 delicious. 


that he was keen and what we needed to do to get the ball rolling! 


Graz paid for the pressing, promotion and was super onboard with the 
ideas that we had for the artwork which was encouraging. I's great to 


have someone who just wants to put out great records and make them 
the best they can be. 

‘know you're a pretty big Propagandhi fan. Is it true you once tried 
out to play guitar in Propagandhi? If so how did that happen and 
how did you go? You obviously didn’t get the job, how do you 
think it would have impacted your life if you had got it? 


Yes, | did! And | never heard back from them, maybe there's still a 
chance? haha! | recorded “Status Update” and “Duplicate Keys icaro” 
Which | leamed in about a week or so which was a hard task. | knew it 
Was a total pipe dream but | just HAD to go for it because they are 
pretty much my favourite band of all time. The biggest push for it came 
from my wife actually, she was totally down for moving to Canada! 


Obviously the big event of this year was COVID, Newcastle in 
general seems to have a pretty strong live music scene. How do 
you see things going in a post covid world? Will things come back 
just as strong or will it take a while? 


Newcastle has a strong music scene bor out of r 

so | think itll survive regardless. We've also fared welll with very 
community cases so far which has seen shows co 

However, | think it will rise and fall and that may be our future for now 
0 we'll see. Welll stl jam and write songs while we can still meet in 
person. W ty much been writing most of the year anyv 


hopefully we'll have enough songs ready for another record 


You've played a few shows in Port over the years, from Fear Like 


Us at Maritime Museum to more recently with Post Truth at the 
Lounge Room, have you got any favorite memories of Port 
Macquarie you'd like to share? 


Oh man, Port has a special piace in my heart that’s for sure! That FLU 

show al the Maritime Museum i uch all ime but | was just 

recently thinking about the Tyre S tthe Lookout and how 

coo! that was. I'd love to get back to play there in any capacity if | could 
P 


Thanks so much for your time Jamie, any last truths you would 
like to share? 


You're welcome mate, thanks for including us in your zine! 
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